a lot of families, this is not enough to get by and so they turn to the food pantry for much
needed assistance.

e Kids who take home brown bags every week during the school year or use the high
school food pantry so there’s enough food to get them (and their families) through the
week. USFP currently offers six (6) children’s programs, and each program requires
pallets of food to keep them running.

Is there evidence of public support for this project? If so, please attach.

USFP is a totally donation & grant funded organization; it could not function without
considerable

support from the five communities it serves. We receive donations of cash, food and
equipment from

six local churches, the Talkeetna Bachelor Society, Cubby’s Grocery Store, the VFW and
the VFW

auxiliary, Jessica Stevens Foundation, Talkeetna Alaskan Lodge and many other local
businesses and

individuals.

Our piggest indicaior of comimunily Support comes in ihe amacing numoer of hours
volunteers

dedicated to USFP. In 2024, volunteers from the community donated over 6,000 hours in
direct service

to USFP. That's a lot of community support!

Project Budget: Please provide project budget figures. Provide supporting documentation.
USFP has budgeted $16,700.00 for transportation.

Transportation

Insurance (2 vehicles) 2,200.00
Repair 4,500.00
Maintenance 1,000.00
Freight 9,000.00
Total Transportation 16,700.00
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Of this amount 4,000.00 is covered ihrougi senior deiivery programs, 34,000 .00 is covered
through

children’s programs grant funding and $1,500.00 is covered through an independent
foundation grant.

Currently, this leaves us with a deficit of $7,200.00. We will be applying for additional
funding as grant

opportunities become available.

Grant funding request: $5,000.00

Will this project provide economic benefits to the community? If so, please explain.

Yes. In our small community, the food pantry works to alleviate some of the economic
pressures that keep families in cycles of poverty. By ensuring that community members do
not have to choose between buying groceries and paying bills, Upper Susitna Food Pantry
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living, which disproportionately affect low-income households. Support from Upper Susitna
Food Pantry helps households lower grocery costs, enabling them to spend more of their
budget on essential needs like rent, utilities, clothing, and healthcare, which ultimately
benefits the local economy. Food assistance significantly impacts the household budgets of



